
ATC stands for “Artist Trading Card.”

What makes an ATC an ATC? 
There are really only two “rules.”

• An ATC is 2.5″ x 3.5″ in size.

• An ATC is traded, not sold.  

(If it’s sold, it’s an ACEO... 
Art Card Editions and Originals)


The simplest way to start trading ATCs 
is to find an online group. If you search 
Facebook, you will likely find this 
group:


This is probably the BIGGEST group 
on Facebook, and I traded a lot in the 
group when I first started trading in 
January 2020.


People come and go in this group. 
Many of the traders do colláge and 
mixed media work using scrapbook 
materials. Other traders have created 
FB groups for hand drawn or hand 
painted only cards. Look for a group 
that requires you to sign up. You may 
need to wait a day or two before you 
can post, but you will have a better 
experience.


People jump in and out of FB groups 
all the time. “Cross-posting” cards to 
multiple groups is acceptable, but it 
can get confusing if you are in too 
many groups. Start small.


Of course, you can always trade  
directly with another artist,  in 
person!  (I love to make and trade 
ATCs with my grandchildren.)


If you are interested in making and 
trading ATCs, use this QR code:


When I first joined “MeWe” I 
had a hard time finding an 
active ATC Trading group. 
Eventually I found the group 
shown above. The art is high 
quality. The traders are nice.


You won’t see nearly as many 
cards as on Facebook, but the 
group keeps growing. 


I highly recommend it.


I’ve also done a 
little bit of trading 
on Instagram… 
but not a lot.
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I began making 2.5” x 3.5” Artist 
Trading Cards in January 2020. 
I recently completed my thousandth 
card. What do you do with that many 
ATCs?!?!  That’s what this ‘zine is all 
about!


If you search for an ATC group on 
Facebook, you will most likely find 
THE group shown in the illustration 
above: ATC Artist Trading Cards. 

Next I discovered the website  
ATCs For All.  

On this site, you can  trade cards or 
take part in organized swaps.


At first glance, ATCs for All may be 
overwhelming. It takes a little bit of 
time to figure out how to do things, 
but I highly recommend ATCfA!


You can trade cards OR swap cards. 


I joined swapbot.com just in time for a 
“Halloween in July” swap in 2020. I did 
about fifty swaps before I deciding that 
sending to one person and receiving from 
another was just too confusing for my 
record-keeping system!


Eventually, I started 
posting ATCs on 
Instagram . (It’s much 
easier to maintain an 
“album” of your work 
there)


In December 2020, I joined 
MeWe. It is similar to Facebook… 
but no ads!!!

As I write this in November 2021, 
the Artist Trading Card (ATC) 
International Group seems to be 
gaining momentum. I am active in 
this group and plan to stop 
trading on Facebook.

This group is enormous. People 
come and go. (I suspect that 
many of them just come to look 
at all the fun artwork.) 


I joined the group in February 
2020 and immediately began 
trading. (Newbies tend to get a lot 
of attention!)


 A lot of smaller groups have split 
off from the main FB group. I’ve 
been in and out of a lot a dozen, 
but it got confusing tracking trade 
messages across multiple 
groups. I don’t recommend 
joining more than two or three  
ATC groups on Facebook.


What’s the difference? Here’s a 
quote from the site: 
 
“An organized swap is a group 
swap organized by a swap host. 
Participants send in their cards to 
the swap host who then sorts and 
sends the returns to each 
participant.”


I really enjoy swaps because the 
prompt me to try new things!


I like ATCsFA so much that I will be 
creating some “How-To videos on 
YouTube. Contact me on 
Instagram fif you would like more 
information about ATCsFA.


I am SO glad that I didn’t miss an important 
announcement from @amysartalchemy in 
June 2020. The #a3atcswapgroup is an 
international  bi-monthly swap, hosted by 
Amy’s Art Alchemy (Look her up on 
Youtube!)

Of course, you can always trade 
directly with another artist that you 
meet in person! I love to make and 
trade ATCs with my grandchildren. 
Eventually, I hope to organize a 
group here in Topeka, Kansas, once 
all this Covid craziness goes away.


In the meantime, if you would like 
to contact me, I am on Instagram:   
@luann_pepperwood


This minizine was written on 
November 20, 2021 and printed on 
an inexpensive ink jet printer.
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However: I DO recommend posting 
your ATCs on Instagram. It’s a great 
way to create your own little online  
gallery. You can see my work at 
@LUANN_PEPPERWOOD


Finally, I joined swapbot.com for 
about a year. It is a totally different 
kind of trading experience. It may 
take a while to find a swap that 
accepts beginners, but I enjoyed 
the Swapbot experience for a year.

I highly recommend the website 
ATCs For All. (ATCsForAll.com)


On this site, you can trade cards 
or join an organized swap.


At first glance, ATCs for All may 
be overwelming. It takes a little bit 
of time to figure out how to do 
things. But there are so many 
ways to exchange cards on 
ATCsFA!


What’s the difference between a 
trade and a swap? Here’s a quote 
from the site:


“An organized swap is a group 
swap organized by a swap host. 
Participants send in their cards to 
the swap host who then sorts 
and sends the returns to each 
participant.


I enjoy swaps because they 
prompt me to try new things.  
I also like the “art events” 
(ATARTs) that are often sceduled. 
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