ave the fabric on my
“big” loosm, a0 sight-shaft Baby Wolf with a 26-inch weay-
Ing width and =y initial choices for 5 weave structure
were fourshaf® donbleweaye or maybe overshot, That is,
: s article about weaving upholstery
e September/October 2015). :
Elyse detailed her Process for designing a
lovely acorn moest, Pholstery fabric in Summer and winter
Polychrome. The 21 Is mentioned that it was an eight-shaft
Project, and tha: ] 5etdls~mc1udmg a draft—could
5e found at onlipe. bad found my draft and was on my way.
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4 fer reading everything in the magazine and online
_sout Elyse's fabric, 1 realized 1 would need 10 adjust her
Zr2f to it my situation. "The first problem was €asy to solve:
Eivses fabrichad 2 32-inch weaving width, and my loom’s

it was simple enough t0

fuil wxdth is 26 inches. Fortunately,
—emove a few threading repeats tO modify the 32-inch draft

for my 26-inch loom.
The second problem was 2 bit more complex. My loom

has 10 treadles, but the draft as printed uses 12. To solve this
1 drew on some high-tech resources including weaving
software, an online program an online weaving forum, and
finally, an Excel spreadshe
began by turning the printed draft into WIE file using
pixeLoom and was able to view the pattern, but that didn’t

<olve the problem of not having enough treadles.
1 turned to my fellow weavers in the 8-Shaft Weaving - =

group on Facebook, and they advised me to go to Tim’s

Rudimentary Treadle Reducer. In my research I also found

2n article by Madelyn van der Hoogt from 2010 that
explained what a skeleton tie-up is, which turned out to be
<sluable information for this project (see Resources).

+ -omoved the tabby treadles from the original design and
olugged the remaining 10-treadle tie-up into the Treadle
Reducer, requesting a skeleton tie-up for 8 treadles. The

produced a new reduced tie-up and a grid showing
it treadles needed to be combined to achieve the same
=5=ct as the original design.

ﬁ!ally, I tried creating another WIE file with the skeleton

_sp. but my understanding of the features of weaving

s war= was incomplete at the time, so I decided to try an

theet. 1 created a spreadsheet for the tie-up that
sl eacier for me to visualize the treadle numbers. The

——— B n.

%Beadl&gjtonginaﬂy tl%ought they should be on the
aﬁ;mmmﬁa,u = Outst?gce Isaw it all laid out, I decided to
it ide and one in the middle.
tzm%g‘ m:;::%tpted me to develop yet another
WWM . has a three-shuttle treadling with 2
S i 4 by.a tabby pick for a total of 108
=o=ps of 3 picks. I constructed a chart that

used the tic-up I i

the & " hiad Iaid out in thy

ko e first spreadsheet an
applied the 3-pack sequence to it. s

b:g:;a; n:: :_i:';—;w;a;;(ie on a narrow warp. When I
s u'eg:f““g \ec‘m a&c;:g lp inches of weaving to
Sl Spreadinea:w:? ce. e in that beginning stage, I
— t;o_.:aef two as my treadling guide but
e c j.:;zrsome, so I added a couple of
:fmnn{k o0 o show ? 45: trmc.ile combinations for each
B ang, te{:\ more -ad}ustments to the tie-up, and
ermlt (; treadling with greater efficiency.
Rk sequendnp e, I used the colors that Elyse used to be
g was correct and that I fully understood

et—or maybe a few spreadsheets. T

PHOTO BY JOE COCA

I turned to my fellow weavers in the
8-Shaft Weaving group on Facebook,
and they advised me to go to Tim’s

Rudimentary Treadle Reducer.

- some treadling €rrors that weren't easy

the pattern. I made
to see on the loom because the draft as written weaves the

design upside down. 1looked back at the 12-treadle version
and realized why Elyse had woven it that ways weaving it

right side up meant lifting large aumbers of shafts on many

of the picks, making the treadling more difficult.

Because I was using two feet for the pattern picks, that
wasr't an issue for me, SO 1 went back to Tinis Treadle
Reducer and generated a new tie-up with the tie-up invert-

"ed. Now I could see the right side of the fabric as I wove and

better catch mistakes as I made them.

Elyse Roger’s u
J pholstery from Handwo \
which was Judy’s inspiration. - SE-‘-.
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The treadles of the original
tie-up and the reduced tie-up

Reduced
3+4

: 2 3+5_‘_l

T : rr:?, 4+64J
' , SR
5
6
L
{15
E o9

The originai fie-up without the
by treadles

5+6

et

~+e reduced tie-UP The skeleton tie-up with tabbies

3

-
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With pattern and tie-up finally set, 1 began sampling for
olor. Although the first samples were lovely greens, they were
not what 1'was Jooking for: that elusive spot between subtle
2nd too subtle fo se¢ the design. For the look I was after; the
pattern weft colors peeded to be bright t0 ensure the design

-_ <t the darker tabby and warp colors. As you can
se=, I sampled alot, andin the end, I setfled on a brown warp:
| swocoless of green for pattern weft, and a dark brown tabby.

& last. the fabric was woven and ready to take to the

fieses. I was acked with a fucible lining t0 strengthen

e i S s ordesl of tugging.

D shought I could use dark green piping around
she fiog o e sez. but the upholsterer suggested it wouldn’t
Tazee Shee lineik e shought T was going for. We experimented
£or 2 5 s e was night. Instead, he suggested that a
fhi e gl e She 2hric would allow a “box” of one
repeat of s g that 1 increase the pattern on each
side of the acaEm s Sleet 1= <nch for seam allowances for

ture chaT=

- Ithough =5se —msienest Sae motif to be acorns, when it
£7 T Mgyen in mv o= s oo COIO i
aeoiect, - . lorway, I see pine tree
be foun!

=0 hen the Secumm i e =i Asaresult,] decided to

“3 HANDWOVEN «
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lor became a project in itself as <
<oarched for the right combin

Sampling for co

the chairs, but my p‘mef'
technological journ

finished weaving fabric for all of
fabric will always remind me of my
adjust a draft. «==

RESOURCES
+Rogers, Elyse. “Adventure:
dwoven September/Oct
am.edu/ ~timm/treadle/

e com/article/weaving/acorn

s in Design: Weaving Upholste
ber 2015, 23.
swww.cs.earlh;
ewww.interweave

_fabric-by-elyse-rogers/ -

owww.interweave.com/ article/weaving/ skeleton-tie-up/




