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VISTA TRANSFORMATION PACK ONLY RELATED SUPPORT 

In most cases, repairing your Transformation can fix most problems. The repairing of the Transformation can be done by going into the Maintenance Centre.

What version of Windows is VTP made for?

Theorically, it's supposed to be working fine on all Windows XP and Windows Server 2003 editions. However, it's best to use this software under the operating system with latest service pack and updates to prevent possible conflicts.

I have a non-English version of Windows XP, can I use VTP?

Yes, the author tested the software on Chinese, German and Polish edition and found it working fine without any problem (Clean OS install).

Should I use any other customization packs with VTP?

Some other customization packs might use different methods from VTP that would cause conflicts so it's highly recommended to uninstall all other customization packs before using VTP.

Should i create a System Restore point before installing this software?

Yes, it is recommended.

It says to install this software in Safe Mode. Why is that? How do i run in Safe Mode?

When installing in Safe Mode, you have less chance of any problems arising. This includes installing and when uninstalling.

To enter Safe Mode, repeatedly press F8 whilst your computer is booting up.

Can I uninstall Vista Transformation Pack?

Of course. To uninstall VTP, go to Control Panel and find Add and Remove programs. Select Vista Transformation Pack from the list and choose remove.

Does Vista Transformation Pack use any system resources?

VTP alone uses no more resources than your standard Windows XP theme.

However, the Third Party Applications bundled with VTP may cause a slow down in performance.

Are there any minimum system requirements to using Vista Transformation Pack?

None at all. VTP uses no system resources. 

However, there are optional Third Party Applications included with VTP and these will depend on your system performance.

To get full Vista looks with WindowBlinds, you requires at least 512MB RAM with DirectX 8 graphic card with 64MB VRAM

I’ve seen answers saying to go into the Maintenance Centre, where can I find it? 

The Maintenance Centre can be accessed by loading up the VTP installation file and following the wizard.

What are all these check boxes on the installation screens?

Next to the check box you will see a label stating what it actually is. To install that certain feature, make sure that you check the box.

Since version 7, user can easily transform the system with less options with transformation wizard.

Which option should i choose out of 'Apply to system files' and 'Apply to setup files'?

If you only want to make your system look like Windows Vista then select the system files option.

The option, 'Apply to setup files' is only used if you are wanting to integrate VTP into your Windows installation disc.

Why have my icons not changed to look like Vista?

Firstly, make sure that you selected to install the icons during the installation.

If you did, go to the Maintenance Centre and select Rebuild Icon Cache.

You may have to do this a couple of times in order to change all icons.

Why has my theme not changed to look like Vista?

To change your theme:

Right click on the desktop > Properties > Appearance tab > In the Windows and Buttons list, select the desired theme.

In my explorer windows, I don’t have the pane on the left hand side.

To have the left hand options pane, you must use a theme that features the horizontal shell style. 

Right click on the desktop > Properties > Appearance tab > In the Colour Scheme list, select one of the options that use this.

I don’t have all of the themes supplied with VTP.

Go into the Maintenance Centre and select Repair Transformation.

How come I don’t have the Vista Start Orb for the start button?

You must be using a theme that features the Vista Orb.

Where is the top part of my start orb?

Due to the limits of XP, it is impossible to have the Orb extended above the taskbar.

However, there are some programs that imitate the Vista Orb. The program provides you with another orb that you can drag and align over the original start orb; this gives the ‘full’ orb appearance. 

You can also drag the orb around and use arrow keys to adjust its position.

I am not using a theme that uses the Vista start button but I can see a Vista Orb behind the start button.

That would be the program that provides an extra orb to fix the problem of the ‘missing’ orb tip. Simply right click on the tip that you can see and click close. To prevent it from starting with Windows, before you click close, go to the preferences and uncheck the box that says start with windows.

Why does VTP no longer feature Windows Media Player skins?

Windows Media Player 11 is now available for download from Microsoft.

Do you have any Vista screensavers?

VTP has one default screensaver with Vista flare logo replacement. If you wish to get the real Vista screensavers, try searching in forum for some. (It's illegal to distribute those files to the public)

Why are the shortcut arrows on the desktop icons so big?

This is exactly how they are in Vista.

However, you can remove them completely if you wish. Go to Run and type regedit. Navigate to HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\lnkfile and delete the IsShortcut registry value. You will need to log off to apply the changes.

How can I change my system font?

Right click on the desktop > Properties > Appearance tab > In the font list, select the desired font.

My logon/boot screen has not changed.

For this to change, you must restart your system for a second time after the transformation.

My system rebooted twice but the logon/boot screen still hasn’t changed.

Go into the Maintenance Centre and select Repair Transformation.

I have problems with the taskbar and desktop icons disappearing randomly. Why is this?

Your explorer.exe seems to be corrupt. To temporarily return the taskbar and icons, press Ctrl+Shift+Esc (This will bring up Task Manager) Click on New Task and type explorer.exe press enter.

To repair explorer, you will need to copy the file 'explorer.exe' manually from your Windows XP disc and replace the file 'explorer.exe' in C:\Windows. 

If, unfortunately, you don't have a XP disc, you can search for the explorer.exe file on the Internet.

What is that ‘circle thing’ in the top right corner of my explorer windows?

That is the toolbar Throbber. You can remove it using this registry tweak: [/font]Registry File

Why do I have a ‘black line’ across the top of my taskbar?

Your taskbar is unlocked. Right click on it and select Lock the taskbar.

Why is there no search box on the start menu?

Due to the limitations of XP, it is impossible to implement a functional search box into the start menu.

Why is there no search box in the explorer windows?

Due to the limitations of XP, it is impossible to implement a functional search box into any windows.

After installing VTP, my hibernation screen has changed and only has a yellow progress bar showing.

Unfortunately, this can not be rectified. It is due to VTP changing the default background.

After installing VTP, pages being displayed in FireFox appear to be 'jumping'. How do I fix this?

This is caused by a bug in the skin which conflicts with the bookmarks bar in FireFox if it is empty. To fix the problem just add a link or links to the bookmark bar and restart firefox.

In the start menu, why do I have a blank user display picture?

To show a user display picture, you must be using the Welcome Screen as your logon method.

How can I remove the Shut Down and Log Off text from the start menu?

To remove the text from the start menu, use this patch: Here

I selected to install the Vista cursors but I cannot find them.

Go to Control Panel and find mouse properties. Go to the pointers tab and select the cursor you wish to change then click browse.

The cursors are located in C:\Windows\Cursors.

I cannot find the Vista cursors in C:\Windows\Cursors.

Not to worry, I have uploaded them here: VTP Cursors

Just move the folder into your Cursors folder and change to the cursors using the method above.

I selected to install the Vista sound scheme but my sounds don’t seem to have changed.

Go to Control Panel and find Sounds. In the sounds tab, go to the list and select the sound you wish to change. Find the sound you wish to change to in the drop down list.

I don’t have the VTP Vista sounds on my system.

Here you go: Sound Scheme

Move the folder to C:\Windows\Media. You can then change to the Vista sounds using the method above.

After installing VTP, I get a weird white background around icon names.

You need to disable Active Desktop. To do this:

1.Open the Control Panel. 

2.Open Display Properties. 

3.Click the Desktop tab. 

4.Click the Customize Desktop button. 

5.Click the Web tab in the Desktop Items window. 

6.Uncheck every checkbox there.

UNINSTALLING VISTA TRANSFORMATION PACK

I have uninstalled VTP but some aspects of it still remain.

To remove the Vista icons:

Download TweakUI. This is a Microsoft certified program that will allow you to revert all of your icons back to XP default.

To remove the Vista boot screen:

Download BootSkin and change to the default XP skin.

To remove the Vista logon screen:

Download Logon Studio and change to the default XP screen.

To remove Vista cursors:

Navigate to C:\Windows\Cursors and delete the Vista cursors. Next, go to Control Panel and find mouse properties. In the pointers tab, change back to the desired cursors.

To remove Vista sounds:

Navigate to C:\Windows\Media and delete the Vista sound files.

Then go to Control Panel and find Sounds. In the sounds tab, go to the list and select the sound you wish to change. Find the sound you wish to change to in the drop down list

To remove any of VTP’s third party applications from your system:

Locate and delete their respective folders in C:\Program Files.

Also, go to Run and type msconfig and press enter. Go to the Startup tab in msconfig and uncheck the titles of the applications you are removing.

If any of the above do not help with returning your system to its original state you can use the sfc /scannow feature.

Note that this command will copy original files from you XP disc and replace the modified ones on your system. You will need a XP disc.

To use this, go to Run and type sfc /scannow and press enter. Follow all instructions carefully. When prompted, insert your Windows XP disc.

THIRD PARTY APPLICATIONS WITH VISTA TRANSFORMATION PACK

Why does my clock look all dodgy?

That is because you selected to install LClock. You can customise it to suit your personal preference.

If you don’t wish to keep it, you can right click and close.

I have LClock installed, why is there a black box around it?

Right click on the clock and close/restart. Then reload it.

What are these window previews on my taskbar?

That is VisualToolTip. It provides live thumbnails of the windows you have open.

Why do my tooltips disappear faster than normal?

This is a known bug with Visual Tool Tips. We recommend you reinstall from another official source or install Visual Task Tips, which is a better alternative.

Why does the bottom of my windows extend through the taskbar?

Make sure that in taskbar properties, you have selected to keep the taskbar on top of other windows.

This can also be related to Visual Tool Tips. See Here for a wider solution to the problem.

What is this green toolbar I have in explorer windows?

It is either the toolbar that is part of the Vista theme or it is Styler Toolbar.

I keep receiving errors relating to Styler. 

Your best option would be to uninstall Styler and install the latest version.

After installing VTP I have different items floating around my desktop.

The items you can see are the gadgets from the sidebar. You can drag these gadgets around and dock them to the sidebar.

Can I add different gadgets?

You can add gadgets that already come with the sidebar. Click the ‘+’ sign at the top of the sidebar. However, you cannot add official gadgets such as those created for the Vista Sidebar.

Why does my sidebar appear half way down the screen?

This is a bug with the sidebar. You will need to clear the gadget cache.

Go to run and paste this: %USERPROFILE%\Local Settings\Application Data\Stardock\DesktopX\GadgetCache\Vista sidebar Press OK. Delete the contents of the folder that has just opened. 

I'm having many issues with my Sidebar, is there an updated version?

The developer of this particular sidebar is thoosje, check out www.thoosje.com and download the most recent build.

Why has my Windows Live Messenger suddenly turned black after i installed Vista Transformation Pack?

You must have selected to install the Windows Live Messenger Vista skin.

I don't want to use the 'Vista Live Messenger' skin anymore, can i remove it?

To remove the skin, resintall WLM and select repair at the installation.

Is there a thread dedicated to the 'Vista Live Messenger' skin?

Yes, you can find it Here

OPTIONAL CUSTOMISATION SOFTWARE

The window borders in some screenshots i have seen are transparent, why aren't mine?

In order to have transparent window borders, you must purchase Windows Blinds from Stardock

I have Windows Blinds but i don't have any transparency.

There could be a number of reasons why you don't have transparency:

- You are not using a paid version of Windows Blinds.

- Your computer's graphics card does not support Per-Pixel Shading.

- You are not using a skin that features the transparent borders.

- You are using an illegal (cracked) version of Windows Blinds- This can cause problems. (Please note that JCXP does not support any versions of cracked software)

There is a toolbar on the top/bottom of some desktops that has icons on it. What is this?

That is ObjectDock

Why do some screenshots show desktops with really large icons?

In order to have really large icons, you must use a program called AveDesk

I want to have the transparency effects, but i don't wish to pay for Windows Blinds. Is there any other software that can give me this?

There is! It's called Glass2K.

However, this program can only give you full transparency.

Is there any where i can seek help regarding how to use Glass2K?

Certainly. There is a FAQ section on the Glass2K website. Click here.

IF you still need extra support with your problem then we at JCXP will be happy to help.

If there is anything that you feel needs to be changed/updated/added then let me know.

