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Preface

This document, certainly too short to be called a book, is intended to capture and share information
with other descendents of George W. Thompson. | believe that there is a great deal of information in
here that will be new to them. Specifically, | document two additional patents of his that | believe are

not generally known.

At points throughout this work, | present my own analysis of the aerodynamic qualities of his aircraft
designs. Though neither a pilot nor an aeronautical engineer, | have been interested in airplanes and
spacecraft my life entire life and my professional experience in the defense and space industry has given
me a working knowledge of basic aeronautical concepts. Any errors in these analyses are my own.

This is not a biography of Thompson and does not attempt to recount other aspects of his life,
interesting though they may be.



Chapter 1 - Introduction

In 1903, the Wright brothers were the first people to take flight in a heavier-than-air craft. However,
they were by no means the only people attempting that historic feat. This goal was shared by many
people across the nation and world. This is the story of one of those people, George W. Thompson of
Kingston, Oklahoma. Some of this story takes place prior to Oklahoma gaining statehood in 1907, so
some of the documents refer to Kingston, Indian Territory.

As an early pioneer in the field of aviation, Thompson experimented with various aircraft designs and
over the span of eight years received three patents related to aircraft construction. The designs shown
in these three patents were extremely different and show the wide range of concepts that Thompson
was exploring.

Though there are few written records of Thompson’s endeavors, we have been able to piece together
part of his story. While we do not know whether he was successful in flying a full-size craft, his story
and accomplishments make up an interesting piece of aviation history.

The following pages discuss reports of a scale model flight test, Thompson’s three patents for flying
machines, and the creation of The Kingston Aerial Company. There is also a discussion of the lasting
effects his work had on other aircraft designers. Complete copies of all three of his patents are provided
in the appendices. Some images from those documents also appear in the main body of this text. Also
included in the appendices are copies of newspaper articles documenting some of his accomplishments.

Chapter 2 - The Earliest Records
The earliest written record we have about “Flying Machine” Thompson appeared in the Helen Herald on
June 14, 1902. (Note that Helen was later renamed to Kingston.)

Unfortunately, no copies of that article still exist, as far as | can tell. However, excerpts from it were
reprinted in later articles, one undated and the other in 1976. Those two articles are in Appendix D of
this document. The excerpts in the two later articles are almost identical, the differences being minor
and probably the result of editing for space.

In summary, the 1902 article documents a test flight that Thompson conducted in front of several
witnesses, including the newspaper editor. Here is a re-typed version of the excerpt as it appears in the
undated article.

“On Friday night, June 6, 1902, a number of Helen citizens visited the Herald office, in
accordance with an invitation extended to them by the editor of the Herald, for the purpose of
witnessing the most curious piece of mechanism on the face of the earth. The name of the
inventor is G.W. Thompson, and no man is better known in all this region, as he has been in the
ginning business for a number of years. He moved his gin from Kingston to Helen last summer.
Everyone knew that Mr. Thompson was an expert machinist, and had made some ingenious
improvements in the gin machinery, but no one dreamed that Mr. Thompson had long conceived
the idea that he could make something that would fly. Pressure of business had allowed him no
time to put his idea to the test, until last winter. He went to work with the most meager set of
tools, in the most primitive workshop available, and now exhibits a steel eagle that gets up from
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the ground, by its own efforts, clears its way through the air, guides its way wherever its master
wills, aye soars. This genius took for his model the flying bird and the steel eagle has literally
followed the wing movement of the feathered tribe. Without any question, Mr. Thompson, has
discovered and applied a principle in aerial navigation which has been ignored or unthought of
by any other aeronaut of whom we have heard or read. We believe Mr. Thompson has it in his
power to make a fortune for himself and a score of capitalists who are willing to invest in his
enterprise.”

The article was followed by an affidavit signed by citizens verifying that they had witnessed the
exhibition of this machine. Those signing it were: W.A. Jolly, L.L. Wells, Dr. E.T. Lewis, Dr.
Eldridge Martin, C.H. Terry, L.E. Gregory, J.T. Ringle, E.E. Ringle, C.B. Martin, J.A. Landram. This
event may seem minor today, but when we remember that it was not until late 1903 that the
Wright brothers made their first flight in Kittyhawk, it must have seemed like science-fiction to
people in 1902. The June 4, 1909 Kingston Messenger has an account of Mr. Thompson getting a
government patent for his flying machine model which he had been improving for a number of
years. In 1911, he made a trip to Oklahoma City and bought parts to build his own full scale
airplane. In July 1912, another news item in the Messenger states, “John Vaughn has put in his
bid for the first ride in Judge Thompson’s airship, “The Kingston”, which is now ready for its initial
trip as soon as the engine arrives.” Nothing else could be found in the Messenger about the
plane. Bill Akins, an early day resident, recalls seeing the machine. Mr. Thompson kept it in a
shed just west of where French’s store is now located. He said it had a wingspan of 14 ft. but as
far as he knew they never made a trial flight with it.

What can we glean from this account? It clearly shows that Thompson was experimenting with flying
craft well before the Wright brothers made their first flight. Though the original article was ambiguous
about the size of the craft, the author of the 1976 article in the Oklahoma City newspaper interviewed
surviving eyewitnesses, who reveal that this craft was not full-size. As the article says, it was a “model
plane”. Beyond that, we cannot tell anything about the design of the model, the propulsion system or
the manner in which it was controlled. Nor can we tell how long the test flight lasted or how high it got
off the ground.

Clearly it wasn’t a manned craft so how did he maintain control of it? It is possible that he used a
tethered control system similar to the model planes from the 1960’s and 70’s that flew in a circle as the
owner stood in the middle and tugged the control strings. This is, however, complete speculation on my
part.

For further clues as to what this model aircraft may have looked like, we need to look at the first of
three patents that Thompson received.



Chapter 3 - Patent #769,721
The first official record of Thompson’s foray into aviation is found in a United States patent he filed in
1903 and received in 1904. Patent number 769,721 describes an aircraft that combined three different

modes of lift and a striking visual appearance.

, ¢ W sy
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Design Features

To understand this design, view the top image and try to distinguish the three major components — the
wing (14) or “hood” at the top, the fuselage (1) or “car” immediately below and the propellers (12). The
fuselage contains an engine that turns a driveshaft connected to the two large wheels. These wheels
have gears on the outer edge which in turn drive the propeller shafts. This means that the wheels will



constantly turn, even while the craft is in the air. (Near the end of this document, we will see how this
design feature was re-used in a very modern craft in 2013.)

Though this craft appears strange to the modern eye, it actually has a lot in common with some very
traditional aircraft. When you strip away the cosmetic differences and the use of a “hood” in place of a
wing, this can easily be described as a high-wing, twin-engine airplane with an enclosed passenger
compartment. It may not be as sleek as the craft shown below but the basic ideas are the same.

Thrust

The thrust for this craft comes from the two propellers at the front. From a modern perspective, these
propellers are unusually thick and have a very large pitch. Combined with the cavity on the trailing edge
of the blades, they were probably quite inefficient but would still be capable of generating thrust. One
unusual aspect to the propellers and shafts is the substantial angle they make with the body, such that
they force air both backward and downward. The intent of this downward airflow is to help provide lift,
like a helicopter.

Lift

The other means of lift came from the airfoil shape of the “hood”. Air rushing over an airfoil is an
essential element of all aircraft design and it is interesting to see it in such an early effort. Additional lift
was provided by hollow chambers in the canopy of the hood. These chambers would be filled with
lighter-than-air gas, providing buoyancy. In practice, the volume of those chambers would have been
too small to provide any significant effect.

Control

After thrust and lift, the next element in aircraft design is control. A rudder at the rear of provides yaw
control. The size of the rudder compared to the rest of the craft is appropriate and it is likely that it
would have performed sufficiently well.

For pitch and lift control, the pilot used a hand-crank mechanism in the cockpit to change the angle
between the body and the hood/wing. This mechanism would have been awkward to use but would
likely have provided some degree of pitch control as well as affecting overall lift. There is no apparent
way to actively control the roll angle. The passive fin at the top of the craft is intended to act as a keel to
keep the craft upright. It is unlikely that it would accomplish this goal.
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Could It Actually Fly?

Despite the apparent “kitchen sink” design and somewhat unfortunate resemblance to a woman’s
corset, this aircraft actually shows many viable elements of aircraft design. The fact that Thompson
incorporated these features before the Wright brothers ever left the ground is a clear indicator that he
stood at the forefront of the aviation industry.

It is my belief that the very short overall length, short effective wingspan and pronounced height of the
craft would make it unlikely to fly if built at full-scale. However, a reduced size model may well have
been able to leave the ground.

Whether this craft, or one similar to it, flew or not is unknown. The newspaper article mentioned
previously states that he successfully flew some sort of machine in front of witnesses in 1902. The
application for this patent was made in 1903. Given how close these two events are in time, it is likely
that the 1902 craft is similar to the one in this patent.



Chapter 4 - Patent #922,972

With his second design, Thompson introduced some radical new ideas. It is important to note that this
patent was focused on his “new and useful Improvements in Flying-Machines” and not on the aircraft
as a working whole. He submitted the application in 1907 and received patent number 922,972 in 1909.
This unique and novel design is strikingly different from the other airplanes in use at the time.

Readers that grew up when aircraft were already in common use, especially jet aircraft, will look at the
patent drawings and initially believe that the pipe on the left side of the top drawing is analogous to a
jet exhaust. That would lead them to believe that the front of the aircraft is on the right in that picture.
This is not the case; the pipe is at the nose of the aircraft and serves as an air intake. In modern terms,
this is a single wing, pusher-prop concept where the dual propellers share a common shaft and are both
fully enclosed within the body of the craft.

Design Features

Careful reading of the patent reveals the design concepts that Thompson believed would make his craft
capable of flight. The following paragraphs paraphrase and condense that writing. Note that many of
his concepts are at odds with modern understanding of aerodynamic flight. It is important to remember
that everything we know today about aerodynamics was still being uncovered by people like the Wrights
and Thompson. The fact that his design was not fully viable reflects the fact that he was on the leading
edge of an unknown science.

Thrust

The first question for any aircraft is “What provides forward motion?” The pipe (16) at the front of the
aircraft is an air intake. This air is sucked in through the pipe via the action of the propellers (6 and 6’)
and expelled out the back through a cutaway section of the hull (11), providing thrust. Additional air is
supplied via supplementary pipes (20) which get their air through dampers (24) on the sides of the craft.
This additional air comes into the propeller chamber and is accelerated rearwards by the propellers.

Shown below are two images from a CAD model of this aircraft, created by this author. The front angle
shows the intake pipe and dampers and the lower rear angle provides a view of the two enclosed
propellers. Note that one of them has four blades and the slightly smaller one has two.



Lift
The second question is “What causes it to rise into the air?” There are three points on the craft that are
intended to create lift. These three points are at the front, midpoint and rear.

First is the upwardly angled portion of the wing. As the craft is propelled forward into the airstream, the
air will push against this angled surface and cause the front of the aircraft to rise.

Second are the two rectangular holes (15) near the rear of the vertical fin. These open up into the
propeller chamber. As the propellers turn, they are supposed to create suction through these holes,
resulting in lift along the midpoint of the craft.



Third is the flat hood or overhang (12) at the rear of the craft which is similar to the upwardly angled
wing at the front. Air comes in through the pipe, bounces off the overhang to provide lift and is expelled
through the opening 11.

Control

The third question to address is “How do you steer it?” There are two mechanisms that provide steering
control. The intake pipe is on a horizontal swivel and can be turned from side to side. As it is turned to
one side, it will suck in air from that direction, causing the aircraft to turn in the direction the pipe is
pointed.

The second steering mechanism is through use of the dampers on the side if the craft. By opening just
one at a time, a differential pressure is created, causing the craft to move in the direction of the open
damper.

There is no apparent way to control the pitch (nose-up/nose-down) or the roll of the craft.

Could It Actually Fly?

The aircraft drawn and described in the patent would not have been capable of sustained, controlled
flight. This opinion is based on my own analysis using basic aeronautical principles and was confirmed
by a Flight Instructor and Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the United States Air Force Academy.

There are several design flaws that prevent this craft from being airworthy. Without going into great
depth, here are some of the key points.

e It would be very difficult to move enough air through the pipe to generate any significant
amount of thrust. Propeller-driven craft need to move a lot of air. The narrow intake pipe plus
the fact that the pipe also served as a conduit for the propeller shaft and brackets would
prevent sufficient airflow. Without enough airflow through the pipe, the craft could not develop
enough forward speed to get off the ground.

e The wings do not have an airfoil shape to them and it is that shape that creates lift. Instead,
they just are just flat planes which will catch air in the same way that your hand will rise up
when stuck out of a car window. This effect is not truly aerodynamic lift and causes a huge
amount of drag.

e The wings extend nearly the entire length of the body and are quite short. Maximum lift is
derived from long, skinny wings. Short, deep wings cause a great deal of drag and little lift.

e Thereis only a limited way to control the yaw of the craft and no way to control pitch and roll.
Modern aircraft use rudders, ailerons, elevators and flaps to control airflow and therefore the
orientation and direction of travel of the aircraft. Without these, flight control would have been
impossible.

e There is no apparent place for a pilot to sit.

It is my belief that the contents of this patent were not intended to describe a fully functional aircraft.
Instead, the patent was intended to capture key design elements. It describes the angled planes on the
wing and the overhang at the rear, the steerable intake nozzle and steering via differential pressure
through the use of dampers as the ideas being claimed. If this interpretation is correct, this second
patent was paving the way for a commercial venture that he started later on.
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Concepts Before Their Time

Despite the apparent problems with this design, there are two ideas in here that were decades ahead of
their time. Vectored thrust and ducted fans came into use in the 1980's, several decades after this
patent was awarded. Hints of these concepts are present in this design.

e Vectored Thrust
Modern fighter aircraft use deflection panels behind the engine exhaust to increase
maneuverability. The idea of using a steerable pipe for air intake is a similar idea.

e Ducted Fans
Some modern designs encase the propeller in a ring. This ring serves to smooth the airflow and
create greater thrust. Enclosing the propellers within the body and using an intake pipe is a
similar approach.

Given that Thompson designed this in the early 1900's and didn't have an existing body of aeronautical
design concepts to draw on, his design was revolutionary and showed a great deal of original thought.
As we will see in the next chapter, elements of this design make it into his third, and presumably final,
aircraft.
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Chapter 5 - Patent # 1,010,986

This third design is by far the most sophisticated and airworthy craft that Thompson created. Initis
found almost every aeronautical feature associated with modern aircraft.

Design Features

The first thing you notice about this craft is the biplane configuration. Here, Thompson replaced the
short stubby wings of his first two craft with much more effective wings. Almost as significant is the use
of three propellers. The largest of these (8) is at the rear and acts as a pusher-prop. The other two (10)
are significantly smaller and located just off the centerline in the gap of the bottom wing. The large box-
tail provides both lift and lateral stability.

Several other notable features are described below in the ‘Control’ section.

Thrust

The bulk of the thrust is provided by the large, rear propeller (8). Supplementary thrust can be provided
by the auxiliary propellers (10). The size and design of these propellers is appropriate for this craft.
Assuming sufficient power is available from the engine, they would have no difficulty providing the
needed thrust.

Besides providing thrust, the two smaller propellers can also be used for steering. A mechanism is
provided that allows the pilot to slow or reverse the direction of either or both of these propellers in
flight. This is a form of the thrust reverser system found on all large jets and many twin-engine propeller
craft.

Lift

The bulk of the lift comes from the upper and lower wings or planes as they are referred to in the
patent. The drawing shows a clear air-foil shape so the wings should have been reasonably effective.
Additional lift is provided by the horizontal surfaces of the box-tail.
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Control

This is another area where this design makes gigantic strides. There are several distinct control
mechanisms present. These correspond to the rudder, elevator, flaps and ailerons in use on most
aircraft today.

At the front of the top wing is a pie-shaped control surface that can be rotated side to side by the pilot.
Thompson describes this as a “balancing rudder” (9). A rudder is usually aligned vertically and affects
the yaw of the craft. This balancing rudder is aligned horizontally and would affect the roll. This serves
the same basic role as ailerons in modern craft.

Behind the lower wing is an “elevating rudder” (15). This is also aligned horizontally but rotates on a
different axis than (9). Itis used to control pitch and is quite similar to the elevators found on the tail of
modern aircraft. This elevating rudder would also affect overall lift, similar to modern flaps.

Yaw control would occur through two mechanisms. The primary means Thompson intended to control
yaw is through applying differential power to the auxiliary propellers. The other is the “balancing
rudder” mentioned previously. Besides affecting roll, it would also have an effect on the aircraft yaw.

Could It Actually Fly?
It is my belief that this is a viable design and would have similar performance and success as other
aircraft of the day. It should have been able to take flight.

This craft corrects the defects founds in the first two designs. The propellers would provide sufficient
thrust and the wings would provide sufficient lift. Between the rudder, differential steering and
adjustable flap, there would be sufficient control in all three axes to maintain attitude and directional
control.

As with any untested design, there would certainly be adjustments needed based on the results of the
test flight. Was the box-tail too large? Was the boom it was on long enough? Would the rudder-plane
provide sufficient control? Should the auxiliary props be moved further outboard to provide greater
steering control? These are all engineering issues that could have been addressed in time.

12



Chapter 6 - Retrospective

Comparison of the Three Designs

Visually, each of the three aircraft designs is strikingly different from the other. However, careful
examination of the texts and drawings reflects some common ideas. It is interesting to see which aspect
of each design was emphasized and which were de-emphasized.

The first patent shows the abundance of design ideas that abounded as people at the turn of the
century struggled to determine what would constitute a successful aircraft. Showing elements of
helicopters, fixed-wing airplanes and lighter-than-air craft, this design can be seen as his initial
exploration into the theory of aviation.

The second design is the most distinctive of the three. Thompson was clearly focused on how to
channel and direct the airflow internally via a small-diameter pipe, rather than externally. | believe his
goal was to strictly control the airflow and apply the resulting pressure where needed to create lift.
Though this would not have worked in practice, it shows a hint of two technologies that would later
come into wide use - vectored thrust and ducted fans.

In the third patent, we see Thompson converge toward a more traditional design, if anything could be
called “traditional” at that point in aviation history. We can see the “ducted fan” concept exemplified
by the box-like tail section.

The Kingston Aerial Company

Though online records from that timeframe are scarce, one important piece of information can be found
in archival copies of different Oklahoma newspapers in 1912. One such note, from the Carney
Enterprise, dated April 12th, 1912, reads:

The Kingston Aerial company, of Kingston, has been chartered with a capital stock of 525,000. It
will build and sell flying machines. The incorporators are residents of Kingston.

The book American Machinist Volume 36, dated Jan — Jun, 1912, lists aeronautical companies founded in
the past year and shows that the Kingston Aerial Company of Kingston, Oklahoma was founded with
$25,000 in capital. The incorporators were G.W. Thompson, W.A. Williams, J.W. Little, B.B Steel and
John S. Vaughn, all of Kingston. A similar entry can be found in Aeronautics, Volume 10, dated January
1912. The website http://www.bizapedia.com/ shows that a filing for the Kingston Aerial Company was
submitted to the Oklahoma state government on April 2, 1912.

From the sources described throughout this article, we can conclude that by 1912, Thompson had
assembled a full-size airframe and was in the act of procuring an engine for its first test flight. Itis likely
that the aircraft he built was substantially similar to the design shown in the third patent.

At the same time, a group of investors committed $25,000 (roughly $500,000 today), a rather
substantial amount of money for a rural farming community. It can be inferred that Thompson’s
decade-long interest in aircraft and his reputation as a machinist and judge were sufficient to gather the
investment needed to start this commercial venture.
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After these initial news items, no other news about the Kingston Aerial Company can be found.
Whether a working aircraft was made and whether a flight test was conducted is unknown.

Lasting Impact on the Aviation Industry
One measure of lasting impact is to look at how subsequent inventors built on his works. Two of
Thompson’s works were cited in later patents.

- 769,721:1n 2013, a patent application was filed for a “Vehicle with aerial and ground mobility”.
This is application number ‘US 20140061362 A1l’. As alluded to in Chapter 3, it appears that this
craft uses a mechanism to drive both the wheels and propellers.

- 922,972:1n 1949, patent ‘US 2465581 A’ for “Airplane construction” references Thompson's
second patent. The text of this 1949 patent claims applicability to aircraft, rocket ship and
automobile construction. Several later patents cite this one.

In an interesting coincidence, at least two of Thompson’s descendents went on to work in the aviation
industry. James Thompson flew jet aircraft in the United States Air Force and this author worked on the
software for NASA's Space Shuttle. One wonders if George Thompson would have been surprised that
these things happened just decades after his fledgling attempts to take flight.

In any nascent technology, it is the work of many early developers that help determine what works and
what doesn’t. Others build upon those results and eventually a wealth of expertise and knowledge take
hold. The resulting knowledge from all of these individuals helped to define aviation and changed our
world. What is clear is that Mr. Thompson was one these early pioneers in the aviation field.
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Author’s Notes

| first became aware of my great-grandfather’s interest in aviation in the 1980’s, when a family member
gave me a copy of patent 922,972. | looked at the pictures, skimmed the words quickly and, for thirty
years, didn’t think much about it. To the best of my knowledge, that was the only one of Thompson’s
patents known to his descendents.

In 2014, | became interested in 3D printer technology and was trying to think of something interesting
that | could have made on a 3D printer. Suddenly | remembered George W. Thompson’s Flying Machine
and decided that this was the perfect project. It would let me explore a new technology and bring an
interesting family footnote to life.

Off and on during 2014 | worked on creating a CAD model of the aircraft shown in this patent. This was
time-consuming, tedious work because | had to reverse-engineer the measurements and angles from
the hand-drawn figures in the patent. During these many late nights and long hours, | developed an
affinity with Thompson. | could imagine him sitting at his kitchen table late into the night working on his
designs, just as | was doing over a hundred years later.

As | was wrapping up the CAD effort and preparing to have it printed, | realized that other family
members might be interested in seeing the model and learning some of the things | had discovered as |
dissected the patent line by line. That was when | started writing this account. Wanting to be thorough
in my documentation, | started looking online for any other information available about Thompson and
his aircraft.

In an unexpected turn of events, my Internet research on Thompson and patent 922,972 revealed the
existence of his earlier work and patent 769,721. It was with great excitement that | realized that his
aviation research was more extensive than | had imagined.

As | gathered notes on these two patents and tried to figure out how to organize the material, |
uncovered the existence of the Kingston Aerial Company. From there | went on to discover patent
1,010,986. Suddenly, | had information in hand that | had never dreamed existed.

At about the same time, | contacted one of Thompson’s grand-daughters, my Aunt Erny. She made
copies of several newspaper articles that she had in her possession and provided them to me. These
were previously unknown to me and provided confirmation of some of the material | had found on-line.

When | started, | was under the impression that my great-grandfather was just another one of many
that came in second when the Wrights made their first flight. Instead, | learned that he was persistent
inventor with a number of cutting-edge ideas. He may not have found fame in the aviation field but |
believe that he represents the finest tradition of American ingenuity and inventiveness. His
contributions to aviation history may be subtle but they are nonetheless very real.

The fate of his aircraft and the Kingston Aerial Company are still a mystery to me but | hope that more
information will be uncovered and help reveal what happened to them.

Brad Mears / November, 2014
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Mo, TEG, 701,

UNITED STATES

Palanted Bepiemter 13; 1B,

PatenT OFFICE.

FEORGE W, THOMP20OR, OF WOODVILLE, INDIAK TERRITORY.

FLYING=fACHIME.

BEPFECIFICATION frrming part of Lellars Patesd Koo T80,T0], daked September 1% 16004,
fppliowibon flnl Jair & 150 Suelel Hu JE4E0E. iHa malal]

T wid wekars ¢ ey sonedens 1

He it kpowm thae L dreonos W, Taomsoes,
g citizgesn of tho Unkbul Seates, resblisg at
Waoodville, Inddan Territcey, have inventsid
o gl useful Improvemonts im Flying-5ls-
r:_hl:r-e:-.. ol which the following is o specifien-
ki,

by inwention melatés te improvemmts in
the ort of acria] nevigation, and hss for ids
irbsiwet Cir e ke am air-shipoor Aping-maching
tn which n serirs of propellers are Bocaded at
the Trool of Uhe mscling and al esch an angls |
tii horiponta] that ns said propellers are |
ralabasl Lheir blsle el ot dewnesnd apon |
the abr and liave s tendency ts e the mns
ohire o riss, Lo provide in connection with

prpellers an il jnstable howd, which s
so armnged im relation to il propellers that |
thio abe will be Porced iy enid poopellors ack- |
winl boenedh the lwood, aed cherely inereise |
Elup Lewe v of thi machice o riss and 1o |
floak in the nie

Ihtail ohjscks of the invention relate o the
eonsbiseton, nerangement, and ogermtion of
parts, a5 hereinafter described, nnd partion-
hurly pointed cut in the claiss,

I bave illustrated my inveptdon in the ae-
eI e drt-.-.iug_-.ﬁ.

Figare 1 iza view 1n side eleyntion of amn nir-
shilp consteuetid seconling L my invention,
Fig. 2 is n ftop plan view of ithe same. Fig. |
& e tope |'|A||'|h whow af o cr-hawly, the toge or |
cover therend L'-uiu,-g rermoy sl i’m' 4 is oo |
enlbarge] secibongl dersil view jllastmting che |
michanizm for raising the hood, and Fig & |
1 o transverse seciional view of the linsl, |

Reforring mom to ibe dmwings, 1 indicales
then o, whieh will be provided inmany suiinlde
mgnner with 2 eover or top . Snitaldy jous- |
mabed in the bearings & in the forwoard pars
af the car i a deivimgshaft 4, whish s pros |
cilledd with a gear-wheel & by meansof which |
ihe slinft may be from dny aubinble
saures of power, a8 5 gas-engine. The e |
tieelar manner of dreiving the shaft, however, |
Forina ne pac of iy invessbion, sl therefors
no illustration theeeaf s 1 1t may be
atatisl thd the fereond part of the car will
consiitule the englnes room, wiieh will be
dividi=] from the roar part of the mr, which

Inpber wlll b suliably constrnetod for the poe-
posn of parrying peissn .

(i eitlwer Er-:F-:-'I' the E:.“If'l. 4 nre providisd
lnrge gear-whenl= & Fivatnlly moosded on
this sl=ifd 4 s o Fframe comnpwising & bongitodi-
nnl Leamn T, ae moh el of which are pravidid
Foreeard Ly o toding nems 2 The oo S are
provideid with sleves % which are leosely
moumnbel on Ll slall 4 |'H|_I|:||:-rn1. L1 Clus e i T
whisels G, by menns of which slecves thie said
frnnee i 'pirh:-mgl'r mionbel apon snid ehafk
Ui thie outer el of mich arm 9 b a sheoves
bowriegr 140, each of whick i= slapbod to kesely
recwite Lo stileslafe 11 of o poopeller 12
Each of the stub-shafts 11 cariies & spur-gear
15, which is onieslud wicly el l.lij'lﬁun Eﬂ:ﬁ
gear i,

14 imadicatis a licsd whieli, asshinwn I.'d."FIg.
O isne im gutline tse shape of oshiek], Sawl
homd is conoavo-oonves in oroas-seclion aml
Is praferably provided with too walls 13 16,

| providing o ohembar 17, wliraby e Jaxl

may b inllatad with gis or other volstile
madllom.  The walls 15 16 of the bood con-
vorge nb ke edgea of tho lowl, howover, a0
a4 L prieent d shoep edge to the Boed Gt onll

amitd, Thit Toresael 1 perbion of tha
il I8 prefemldy oo aony on a civeular line
Froam Ll cembir Lo el adgs, oo indientnd ot
12, to peovile o Speee for the movements of
the propellers, aml this ferwneml edpge porlics
af the hood & preferably upwordly  inelined
relntive b the remnising waly of e bl
as Lodlleated nt 1% The loml as 0 whole is
Oar may o ennster tlie pranner in
umbrella when thi s i raissd—alag i o
agy., It will eoimpivse saitalile {rame - wires
over which willl Be atmotelox] ailk, @, or
thir like. Extesding nlong the mweidian line
of the il on i ipper skle s & this op=
wirl | F-projecting e or rib 30, whidh i= Lo
araied, in cuising Hwo mochise to teavel in 4
glven puth.  In otber wonle, th fin e il 20
arvears tle e parpose as the centerboard
of o ailing vl ol willl tend b |ilrl:l'-'|au'll.
thin miachine from deifting sidewis=e theongl
the mir. The forwas] frame-wives 31 of Ltha

hpgnl Pevire dbwaly outor emnds secorsd o the-

sleeve-lenrings= 10, The beesd 14 5 thoscon-
nictid toand Termsn pertof the fennee fornweil

20

k3

45

Jﬁ

75

i

| B==]



=]

0

mE

35

4o

5%

by Ll |.|:||'|E5I.'|Il:'||:l'|l..| besim T and the nems 5,
The benm T netarls i modgh shots 22, foroed
im the sidms of thi e 1, and s poecded whik
& eeiew s threslal Bearing or apertore &,
thrangh which extends a serew-throadad rod
34, Faring angagoemant at s lower end in o
hearing 96 om the Boor of the ear 1.

The ey of Lhin ciess-loim T are pivotally
mounied in the imner ends of the arina B, &
indiemted ad 26, The opper end of the screw-
thirenided rod 24 works lomely in s beariog
2V andd ¥ proviced with & collar 94, cogagi
tha undar gile of the bearing 87, and sid ro
is further provided st e opper end with o
Tl -l =2, by mars of ohioh seid soroe-
threaded rod 24 may be rodnbal, sml the cross-
boam T w il ':hlu-lilr ket raized or lowerad,
ihe frame 6° o3 o whele rocking by ineins
af ithe slesres B oon the sheft 4, == that by
this movement the forward end aof e howl
may be raked o lowered and the hood as a
whmle thms incliced more or s b the el
zaninl, wharsly the machine may be mosed to
rig e dlisenmid, doe to the angle at which skl
hiond strikes agmiasl Lha abr

Frrmding wpward fram the mor ond of |
| tirely below the npper sdge
| #iiil peopellers belng nio

the oor ie mn arm 8, which projecis through
thee hinodl and 15 provaded on 118 onber ond with
a huiion 31 ;_Tr:]:jnl'.ﬁl"lrl.m|l.'l.l'.i = enids with 5
collar 42, wherehy to Limat the mavanent of
the houod in #fther directlon.

e, TEl

wach ws n gwa-engine,

thos fully described my Envenbios,

H“Igf !
| what § Aabm e oo, and desire to secore by

Lt Patent of the United Staiss, 53—
1. Inan wir-ehip in combimtion wich soomr,
a howsd acljestably mounted ahove the soee., o

| paries of propellors dispoeied in froot of the

| theread, =id pro

Om the rear of tho car 1 prowkle s endder !

&% operalive in any preferred mammer, hy
mieara of which the machiss as & whole may
ke guiched Lo ove side or the other.

ﬁ:ihﬂ! the propellers 12 oomsists, s shown
of twea lHades eonsEvo-conves in shaps an
splrally arrenged or disposiad with their work-
i fa=a O Cons

e of the hood 14, Tn rvolving the edges

of U preapslbar:blades pass inclose prosimily
to the edges of the cutb-away portions 18 of
the heesl, anel tlee air is driven backwnnl Be-
neath the hood and mp agaiosl the under side
thuorel. armns & of ik frame & are @

vl sides townrd ik fromil |

wardly imelinesd, mod thia inclizison of the |

arms nitsen the progellers to pssume spch
position that im revelving they beat down-
-.r.,.;pilnlml:lﬂ gl nnd s canss the air-ship
Lo rise,

T oidsr 1o adjus the inclipation of tha
hood 14, it is only eeoessaey o turn the hand-
whise] 2 in one direction or the oflwer, which

"o ha

will ennse the Ernme & b awing on the shaft |

&, anifl thirehy incline the hood ns s whole 1o s
moes or less inolined ol or Lo 4 [rece
tienlly borizoniel posltion.  The ||:|.|:I|.11-H.||Inrh
tlis 18 of the luood masista the suna bn elding
up om thee air, B Lo spseak.

Ic will ba
pecording o my inventlon i extremely sim-

. phe |l eonsiruction and possissss Lhe grost

vnr;r_ll.;hl:.. a0 that the

pdvantage of lwein
.I!E.r driving the propallors

[EFR R THa{=sOry

21

seen that am nir-ship constresiad |

U pmld shaft, dleeye-aael

| ends of silar
I if which is ey

hoed entirely balow the m el Wl
e e Lol ety im-
elined reletive co thehood end movablo bhers-
with, nnd mesns carried hy the cr far defv
ing pald propellers.
4. I'namairship, in combingiion whth a car,
a il sl fnsishl y mosanted ahove the syme sod
having a flaving forward edge, n rodber Gur-
risd By the car, = sirles of propelers dis-
pnsed in front of the hood B:I:IlliI.'E| Im:l-i:‘irihs
AT e T |'-Fdﬂ17| Lian Fisol, B
Elﬁpﬁ]lnrr. 'h-nilﬁ i Iy imclined relative
i this b are] mmowa o tharewhih, ard means
carelid by the car for driving ssid propellers,
3. Inam niv-ship, o <arm i fatson with 4 s
am bnflaied hood monnied above the same an
bring conoava-can vy incres-rmelion, o sories
af propellers disposed in front of sxid homd sn-
riine thoreof,
¥ inelined raly-
tive o the hood and mevabile therswith, and
s eaiFlied by the e for driving ssid pro-
el b,
4. In &nairship, in combingtion with s e,
g bl sl justaldy meanted above the same and
bt e o e v s Tn eross-geckicn and pros
-.-mﬁ Fwdidﬂh':ulﬁ.t_eut-?ww "fhﬂ;f-ﬁ'ﬁ i Li;
formnrd elge, o werice of girn [ETR R
im fronk of &l leasd nnl:l.m'lﬂl Elnw ihe apper
pdge portion thersof and sdsppied t werk s
it cot-away portloes, sald propellers being
normally inelined relative to tho hood and mov-
alle thwrew iy, ae] misizs carried by the enr
for driving said propellers.
. Dnoan air=hip, o combination with & car,
n driving-shaft mosmbed in tho sases and pro-
jeciing [rwm opposlie sides thereof, gesr-
wheels mounted on ench omd of aadd abaft, &
frame piveally monnted on said shodfe, pro-
pellers mounted in ssid frame, and providal
wilBspauargees in ek with s gear-wheels,
muouried on axid frames and sl
alsere the ear, agd] menns meried be the mr
for sdjmting the inclination of wmid frame
wlseraliw b vary the posltbon of the hood rela-
tve to the cnr,
fi. Inanair-zhip, in combination witls a car,
o driving-shaft monanted therein and jiscd-
E:.IE from each sicloibsrsid a poar- ol mount-
on eecl end of said shafe, a frams eompris-
ing & oross-beum adjustnldy oot s eeid
e &l provided ar eseds with arms, slecves
carried enid mrms amd loossly mosnlsl on
curEioed by e cater
u series of p Jera, vach
whih & sbab-shatt moant-

be derived from a very small engine, &3
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i 0 e of sbd dlesvo-kair o gpur-gogr | my hand o prosessen of two sabseribing wit-
ru-:mull'ufl:-bi_fln ench :l;ul:-_:Jmtt- nnd In !'n-zluhl':.wlm Mo
o of axid pr-rehiels, a carried hy s : «
% lowering said ceoss-beang, wherohy to vory the ¥Witnesses:
irelhinntion of sakl homd reladies to the car, dasies L. Nonkis
[n testlony whereaf T have beseunto set | Bemoe 2 Ercoorr
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The following pages are scanned images of the PDF file available for this patent via Google patents. For
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a2 B ETE

;hul;-a l.hn‘plauﬁﬂr;jiugn Eld!-!:-a- enings 13, | paltml;lﬂ.jju to .i:l-rrntuﬂn;s Il.r!;e-l."?-ﬂh':m.u nf rﬂ;
atzh o noateil mofdjeeence b | possibls roncwe i tho nuxik
wnﬂﬁnthnmmm&. :'Li:hd:u.m: [H'upiﬂrrﬂ"iﬂ-ﬂlh&lﬂﬁulm er fi tukes yp
by the propaller ugh these opex e | the nbr Fed thereta ﬂ\mug!i tha tabes 20, the
5 48 L canse sufficiént suetion therest to badp | Intter, s shown by Fig. I having their moar
anl aid in elevating the intermediate | terminals dimetod imwardly toward the esn-
part of the ship, ter af the ¢ i and the air forced
I bawn jomnted to the forward ond of the | throusd the dubes 30 in pddition o the pip
tabe oF disck 5 8 .mqi.lh tube 16 which m | = through the duct & will give o large
10 practiee will b provided with conmectioss  amoust of i viljamani fo the fi,
axtanding inte the intedor of the skip und | but the lattar is driven with considors b
which conneotions will be monipalsted for | foren from the meder 13 of ovareomes any
awinging the tube 16 sidewise for the pur- | tendeney of cheok of it nfmation by the air
posa of steering or gulding the ship, When | deyven ¢ gh the tubes 20, the fans 21 |5
15 the banpgitudingl exes of Ez tuba 18 i= in oo- | the said tubes baring rbily amallir
incidenca with that of the tube & the ship | thon the propeller & gnd Bvimg [as foroe,
| be propelied stenight abead. By swing- | The ul:ﬁ?:t of this coneentratisn of air in and
jugthnm'trulﬂn'dmtlmpa.ﬂmdﬂmumpiuJ:n:.ut f propelier & o bo pivea er vol-
ean. be varied In scoomdanes with the dirse- | ume to the Sarrent which = foread rear-
20 tiom in which said tabs 16 i STINE, wardly und theown by the auzilinry peo-
Ab the rar portion of theabip azd on e Ber & agmimst the Lol 12 to cstabdish the
undar side tkezaof wee the whesls 17 the axle E?uTul.l.-l:r neotesry of the repr end of (he
of whirh i= aa?:l_parh:rl by suitable bearings | machine to carry il the operation scughe.
ip. In front of these wheels I are | The opaiinge controllad by the dum &
88 whisils an 15 carried by a voke es 19 swiveled THerindk pir £ entar to either oo or E'rf.u
16 the under side of tha whii the the faxs, amd when cne dnmper is clussd gd
ship ia al rest those severa] wheels are on tha | the ather allowsd to remain apen, the lr en
and, when it is desired to start the | the sidic of the mechine adjacent Lo the
ahip, the propellérs § and &' are st in motios da. will e drown isito the eorrespesding
i l!-.'l:-:-rel:-E' Eilv the ship along the pround | pipe % and tha drawing setion or suetion on
with the wisaals TE‘ und 13 fn ronteet them- | the air through the portion of the condui
with, When saifiiont momentim has beon | leading forwardly to aml commanicaling
obdained the ship will Ha, Just before the | with the main conduii at the frong ZLrEmily
shif alighis the prepedlers 6 and 87 are rapidly | of the machine will b s leriall ued nndd
4 -d.m-nniu:u.ut-:-i:l:l:l.l:-.l.rl::u stoebratad Porward | ihe remaining fan heving ih dlampar
modion 0 the shap, whereby ihe lntbor can | will then aperate with full fores  alone
strike the ground genily. ) through the said Foowsnd extremity of the
Within the ship or body 2 are sitasted two | mein sondwit, The Forvard axtremity of
ausdlincy ducts sach denoted by 20. Thess | the side of the machine having the o dnm-
49 ducts 20 connect with the main duet § near | par open will move with grnater Facility in
the front end themof anl axtand in & general | t the machine owing o the relief of the
ha rear

2

resrward direction snd are sdapted W deliver | tormel air risdire of sakl side of the ma-

nir ourrenis sgainst the fi, £ ehdni arwl temnlonoy of the forwand ex-

terminsl or delivary snds of acid uxilary Lu;nib{ to b drwwn in the direetion from
it ducts or tubes 20 being surved for thés pur. | which the sir is takenn, When both

poen.  The ducta 20 are intersciad substin- |i—1 are ehsad, both fans 21 uil] opseraie L
tinlly cenitally of their by casings as | draw pir into and from the forwand nxtremdly
21 which pontain sxhaust fens as 29 earsied | of the main centrnl conduit, snd undar theen
E u shafl 33 extending transvessaly of tha | coanlidions the machine will be kept in &

ip and gearsd to '|.]1nul,|:|.-iil|. of the mator 13 | straight soamse amd the gir foreed murwardly
wharehy said fans 22 con be opersted fram | throvgh the pipes or conduits 20 anl daliy-
said motor. Under opdinary cireumidances | o 1o the hrnlﬁ:.dihc progslliar in o man-
T enn navigata the ship by the ase of tha duct ner as heminbefore spogified. -
or tzbe 5, but the efficiency of sid skip i | What [ claim is;

&

®F matecially increased by the us of the two | 1. 4 ﬂrinﬁmﬂmmhriainn & sirhstan- £
L HHIA

faxs 22 Jocated, as understood, at opposite | tially ovold T plenies fuslimed
sides of the ssin dues 5. The ducts, tubes, | to the exterior of the body &nil extend
of fluss 20 in practien wre locsted in the g | Inns:H udinally theresf, the Frant gortions o
tzvicx of the body near the bottom therecd. | a0 wa baing inclined forward anel 1up-
The twe fane 32 when in action draw sme of | ward, 2 vertseally 4] fin om the top of
the 4ir From the duct 5, propel the same i & | the budy, the mar of the bady being out
resrward direotion, and celiver it ogulnsi the tawny an & downward arsd forward in%jm—
RO @-

|!-:I'h|:|,-nﬂfrl.'|-m' into the specs bolween the - | t3on, & suction condus in the
peel Ar & ol tho companion propaller 8, | Vending bangitadinally through the tanter of

=

a

85 Ir will be senn thit e purgose of the nros | the ¢ sanduits extending along the op- 1%
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i
thereof, the

™
15 tha 11-|:|-|:I'_l.' the :r-l-u.r -:l:f the waxt
awny on 6 downward and fﬂ-l'll'n.rlihﬂ:h:l
i nduita in the tenfer :.:mi &t |
o extend)
l-hH'l:u-[ the timid of the
gpﬁm:ni to receive the front
hl:ld_-r -:-ll_irrdlm, I.':Jnu ami & propeller
JI:I. n.l.li o drew mir klo
and Lo direct the same D'E:ml ts &
side of the |:I-l:l-|.l'!, al thi tear thereof . ani
26 Fr portion being downwardly mclined, and
l-l:ll:l-l: con s bid 1|1t]:|.t]:|..: lnmml
l:llll:l of waid

:buﬁundu?tﬁ . o

3. A machime cons g o sabatan-
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Appendix C - Patent 1,010,986

The following pages are scanned images of the PDF file available for this patent via Google patents. For
a higher quality version, the PDF can be downloaded from Google.
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Appendix D -Newspaper Clippings

The following scanned images are from copies of newspaper clippings provided by Ernestine Thompson
Willits, one of Thompson’s grand-daughters. Some of these articles were written at or around the time
that Thompson was actively engaged in building his aircraft. Others were published years later.

All but one of these shows the publication date, either printed in the heading or in a hand-written note
at the top or bottom of the page. The publication date of the first article (“Our Proud Heritage”) is
unknown though it was probably printed sometime after 1967. There is a picture on the photocopied
page that references “Leon’s Greenhouse”. The website for Leon’s greenhouse says they have been in
business since 1967. However, it isn’t clear whether the picture was printed at the same time as the
article so that date is not conclusive.

According to usgwarchives.net, the Helen Herald operated from 1903 to some unknown date and the
Kingston Messenger operated from 1902 to 1923. Since the town of Helen became Kingston, it is
possible that the Helen Herald became the Kingston Messenger but that is far from certain.
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Our Proud Heritage —

Fame Is Fleeting

Fame can be so near and
vet so far away. Thus, it
seems to have been with one
of Kingston's earliest set-
tlers, Mr. G. W. Thompson,
remembered by many
pioneers as the ‘‘Flying
Machine' Thompson.

Excerpts from a long ar-
ticle printed in the June 14,
1902, Helen Herald follows:

“On Friday night, June 6,
1902, a number of Helen
citizens visited the Herald
office in accordance with an
invitation extended to them
by the editor of the Herald for
the purpose of witnessing the
most curious piece of
mechanism on the face of the
earth. L

“The name of the inventor
is G. W. Thompson and no
man is better known in all
this region as he has been in
the ginning business for a
number of years. He moved
his gin from Kingston to
Helen last summer.

“‘Everyone knew that Mr. |

Thompson was an expert
machinist and had made
some ingenious im-
provements in the gin
machinery but no one
dreamed that Mr. Thompson
had long conceived the idea
that he could make
something that could fly.
Pressures of business had
allowed him no time to put his
idea to the test until last
winter. He went to work with
the most meager set of tools
in the most primitive
workshop imaginable and
now exhibits a steel eagle
that gets up from the ground
by its own efforts, clears its
way through the air, guides
its way wherever its master
wills, aye, soars.

“This genious took for his
model the flying bird and his
steel eagle has literally
followed the wing movement

of the feathered tribe.
Without any question, Mr.
Thompson has discovered
and applied a principle in
aerial navigation which has
been ignored or unthought of
by any other aeronaut of
whom we have heard or read.

“‘We believe Mr. Thompson
has it in his power to make a
fortune for himself and a
score of capitalists who are
willing to invest in his en-
terprise.”

The article was followed by
an affidavitsigned by citizens
verifying that they had
witnessed the exhibition of
the machine. Those signing it
were: W. A. Jolly, L. L.
Wells, E. D. Macready, Dr.

. F. Lewis, Dr. Eldridge
‘Martin, C. H. Terry, L. E.
Gregory, J. F. Ringle, E. E.
Ringle, C. B. Martin, M. D.,
J. A. Landram.

This event may seem minor
today, but when you
remember that it was not
until late 1903 that the Wright
brothers made their first
flight of 120 feet in the Kitty
Hawk, you realize it must
have seemed like something
out of science-fiction to
people in 1902.

The June 4, 1909, issue of
the ‘“'Kingston Messenger”
has an account of Mr.
Thompson getting a govern:
ment patent for his flying
machine model which he had
been improving for several
years.

REFLECTING an earlier era, these buildings now used by Leon’s
Greenhouse are all that remain of five gins that served Kingston area
farmers back when cotton was king and the backbone of the economy in
Marshall count :
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By John Clift

Flying Machine Thompson was
his name, flying was his game! And
this intrepid Indian Territory in-
ventor did indeed get his plane in
the air more than 18 months ahead
of the Dec. 17, 1903, flight at Kitty
Hawk, N.C., that made the Wright
Brothers, Orville and Wilbur,
world-famous.

G.W. (Flying Machine) Thompson
(technically speaking)- got his pow-
ered airplane off the ground on
June 6, 1902, in the presence of 11
prominent Kingston, I.T., citizens.

And although the honors of the
Wright Brothers are not contested,
all 11 Kingston citizens signed an
affidavit that they witnessed the
flight.

The editor of the Helen Herald —
Helen being the name originally
given the town of Kingston that
was rejected by the post office and
Kingston later substituted — wrote
later that he had personally invited
the citizens to witness the flight.

“On Friday, June 6, 1902, a
number of Helen citizens visited the
Herald office in accordance with an
invitation extended to them by the
editor of the newspaper for the pur-
pose of witnessing the most curious
piece of mechanism on the face of
the earth.

“The name of the inventor,” the
paper recorded, “is G.W. Thompson.
No man is better known in all of
this region as he has been in the
ginning business for a number of
years. He moved his gin from
Kingston to Helen last summer. -

“Everyone knows that Mr.
Thompson was an expert machinist
and had made some ingenious im-

-provements in gin machinery, but

no one dreamed that Mr. Thompson
had long conceived the idea that
he could make something that could
fly,” the article continued.

The pressures of business had not
allowed Thompson extra time to put
his idea to the test until the winter

[
|

of 1901. But Thompson, whose tales |

of building a machine with wings
that would fly had gained him the
nickname of “Flying Machine,” was
convinced that if the eagle could

Kitty Hawk, or Kingston? .

fly, so could man.

While the tools Thompson
worked with were fine for their
purpose — building and operating
cotton gins — they were not exactly
what the doctor ordered when it
came to building a flying machine.

Thompson patterned his machine
after the eagle. His steel eagle liter-
ally followed the wing movement of
the feathered model.

The Helen editor reported, “With-
out any question, Mr. Thompson
has discovered and applied a princi-
ple in aerial navigation which has
been ignored or unthought of by
any other aeronaut of whom we
have heard or read.

“Working in a primitive shop
with the crudest tools imaginable,
Mr. Thompson now exhibits a steel
eagle that gets up from the ground
by its own efforts, clears its way
through the air, guides its way
wherever its master wills. Aye,”
enthused the editor, “it soars!”

The editor was so sold on the
plane designed by Thompson that
he had called in this group of prom-
inent Helen or Kingston business-
men to see it for themselves.

“We believe Mr. Thompson has it
in his power to make a fortune for
himself and a score of capitalists
who are willing to invest in his en-
terprise,” the editor wrote after the
exhibition. .

The affidavit proved conclusively
that the “flying eagle indeed had
flown.” And apparently Thompson
got some financial backing for his
“flying machine” because subse-
quent articles told of Thompson get-
ting a patent on the machine.

However, the patent was not
forthcoming until 1909. And in

?/?L /Lé4_/

7. /1-74
1911 Thompson journeyed to Okla-
homa City and bought parts to
complete a new plane he dubbed
“The Kingston.”

He ordered an engine out of
Oklahoma City and wheeled his fin-
ished plane into a shed just off
Main Street in downtown Kingston.
;['he airship had a wingspan of 14
eet. )

Many elderly Kingston residents
today can still recall seeing “The
Kingston” airship. But they always
saw it the same way — on the
ground.

One of the business leaders of
Kingston had- bought a ticket from
Thompson “for the first ride.” His-

tory never -tells whether or not he |

ever used that ticket.

If Flying Machine Thompson got
his plane off the ground 18 months
before the Wright Brothers, why
wasn’t he accorded the fame they
received?

It took a combination of an inter- |

pretation of the editor’s writeup
plus some recollections by some old-
timers in Kingston to bring the sto-
ry into its final proper focus.

You see, that plane that the 11
businessmen saw “fly like an eagle”
was just a model plane.

The mystery of why Thompson |

was able to build a model plane so

much earlier than the Wright |
Brothers, and yet never got a.life- |

sized model off the ground, re-

mains today the same thing it was

75 years ago — a mystery.
Thompson never lost favor with

his peers, and later was elected a |

judge, and still later became mayor
of Kingston. But Flyingg«%lachjne
Thompson’s flying machine lived
out its life in a Kingston shed. @
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|GONSTRUCTING A
FLYING MACHINE.

Will Soon be Ready to Navigate
Inlthe Air.

For some years Capt. Geo. W.
'Thompeon, of Kingston, ias bee

studying air ravigation and has
'beeh working out his plans for
,the construction of & successful
I‘maohine. Ha hae examined the !
(construction and mechanism of |
‘the various machines, noted thenr
good points and their defecta. |
and has planned a machine he|
thinks will be superior gto any|
yet built. . His_model _has_been_
examined by experts “and it ig
generally conceded that his ideas
solve many problems in air nav-

igation. Mr. Thompson is now
st work building s macnine for|
trisl, and hopes to have it readyi
for practical demonstration by
the first of July. A company!
has been formed for the manu-
facture of the machine, and all|
are waiting anxiously for the |
trisl trip of the ‘“Kingston."’

“Some ome surely sces the
**Handwriting on the Wall %

““We want honest men for of-
fice and bhonest men to hold the
elections.” =

"Fmd should be no more tols
i’ihﬁ&'in ﬁ': Boidink oF efediions
than in any business transaction.
We say give us an honest, fair
count of legal qualified voters,

and no meore.”’

PREPARING T0 CON-
STRUCT AEROPLANE

Capt. Geo-M: Thompson left
for Oklahoma élty the first of
the week to look after the ship-
ying of a Curtis aeroplane,which
‘he_has_purchased and will- use
‘party of the machinery in the
' bnilding of an aeroplane on his
!own plans. It will be remem-
'bered that a confpany was or-
' ganized here for the building of
these maechincs, and rapid sale,
lof the stock in the company xs
Mr. Thompson ex
| pect.s to have oneof hismachines
in operatian in a short time.

'bmncr made.

The heat of fwe*r)Lhmg o cal

|
!
Fat the Palace ('afe,

Ctmars, the kind you like. at
Cthe Model Druer o,
b Radak filme Lo sals, &%
worth, the phi

teorapher.
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Kingston Man Patents Fly-
ing Machine.

In the list of pstents that have
been Issued by the _government
patent offoce, is one for a flying
mschine L0 Geo. W. Thompeon,
of Kingston. He has been work.
on this proposition for sometime
and has been taking note of
what bas beon done by others,
until be pow thinks he has the
moet practical machine that has

been .made. He has been
working on his model for some
time, and has now got it to the
point where he feels justified in
taking out & patent. We trust his

machine will be a success, and
thnthcfﬂlberewa;ded for his

time sng study.
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gome fellow who had the other
end of the ue -rope and thus far
has failed to return €o {'s home.
A reward of $50.00 ia offered for
the arrest and conviction of the

thief.
Kingston Aerial Co.

For the purpose’ of manufac.-
turing and selling flying ma-
chines, a charter has been issued
to the Kingston Aerial Co., with
$25,000 capitalization. The shops
of the company are to be here.
The incorporators of the com-
pany are G. W, Thompson, B. B.
Steel, J. S Vaugha.n J. W Little
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