
Business Intelligence vs Big Data (BI vs BD)

BI
Use information you have to 

gain understanding of what has 
occurred in the past

Deductive

Use information to get insight 
into questions you do not know

Non-obvious relationships
InductiveBD

Annual 
Sales 

Figures
Data

“Business 
Intelligence 
Machine”

How much was sold per 
year?

How much was sold per 
quarter?

How much was sold per 
month?

Results

Examples:

Annual 
Sales 

Figures

“Big 
Data 

Machine”

Why do people buy on 
Friday and Saturday?
What can we do to get 
people to buy more on 

Wednesdays?

ResultsData

3 V’s of 
Big 

Data

Volume [of data]

Velocity [speed 
of data creation]

Variety [types of 
data]

Leads 
to

Visualization [of 
data]
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